
BLOOMINGTON – 

 

“McLean County will now have a facility that is able to provide crisis treatment for individuals with 

mental illness,” Governor Quinn said. “This center is the next step on our mission to meet the health 

needs of everyone across Illinois. Community leaders banded together on this issue, and I’m pleased to 

join them to announce major progress toward our shared goal.” 

 

“Chestnut Health Systems deeply appreciates the recognition that Governor Quinn and his 

administration have given to the critical need for enhanced mental health services in McLean County 

and for providing new funding resources,” Chestnut Health Systems CEO Russ Hagen said. “This 

critically-needed support will allow Chestnut to open a mental health Crisis Residential and Medical 

Detox program to serve individuals in a more effective manner than has been possible in our 

community.” 

 

The $700,000 investment from the Illinois Department of Human Services (DHS) will allow Chestnut to 

rehabilitate and repurpose an existing facility as a ten-bed residential Community Crisis Center to help 

those with acute mental health issues. The four-bed medical detoxification program will operate in the 

same facility. This addresses an ongoing concern in the community regarding a lack of mental health 

crisis services, with those needing treatment often landing in jails or emergency rooms that are not 

equipped or trained to offer individuals with mental illness the proper care. 

 

“Chestnut Health Systems is a highly respected provider of substance abuse treatment services in 

central Illinois and they have provided crisis mental health services in the Metro East area of Illinois for 

several decades,” DHS Director Michelle R.B. Saddler said. “This funding will ensure that people with 

mental illness in McLean County have access to services and resources necessary to heal and recover.”  

 

“A very active group of political, business, labor and community leaders have been working for over a 

year to define the needs for behavioral health services in McLean County and to identify best practices 

from around the country that can be implemented here,” McLean County Board Chairman Matt 

Sorensen said. “The need for services has become acute, in fact, our Economic Development Council 

identified the need for mental health services as a quality of life issue that could have a negative impact 

our community’s ability to attract and retain businesses here. The Crisis Care services that Governor 

Quinn and Director Saddler are agreeing to fund is a foundational piece of the behavioral health services 

puzzle that we are putting together in McLean County.” 



 

“This funding for Chestnut Health Systems provides law enforcement with an option now absent from 

our county,” McLean County Sheriff Mike Emery said. “Law enforcement is limited when dealing with 

individuals with mental illness, and those limitations prolong and contribute to the cycle of difficulties 

they experience. Hospital emergency rooms and county jails were not intended to be mental health 

facilities. The crisis residential and detoxification program will provide the resources necessary to 

stabilize and treat persons with mental illness.” 


